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1.0 METEOROLOGICAL SITUATION
SYNOPTIC SITUATION

The ITD on the surface fluctuated between 15 and 17 degrees on the west and between 16 and 18 degrees north inland, thus having means positions of 16 degrees (2 degrees above the Gambia) and 17 degrees north on the west and inland respectively.

Weather to the south of this position was characterized by convective cloud development which gave rise to thunderstorms and rains over some places during the afternoons and nights. This was particularly so over the Gulf of Guinea, Western Mali, Burkina Faso and Niger where occurrences were mostly squally (accompanied by strong winds) and widespread. Weather over The Gambia, Senegal and Mauritania was generally dry, although at the later part of the dekad few cases of scattered to isolated thunderstorms with rains were observed over some places in these countries.

The Azores high pressure system centered over the north Atlantic had a mean core value of 1025hpa, and continued to intensify during much part of the dekad, thus suppressing the northward migration of the ITD, equally also suppressing the moisture laden winds (that follow the ITD)  which bring rainfall into the Senegambia region.

Weather summary for the Gambia

It was dry, warm and humid until late parts of the dekad when scattered to isolated thunderstorms with rains affected some parts of the country.

OUTLOOK FOR THE NEXT DEKAD (July 11st to 20th, 2014)
Variably cloudy, humid and warm atmosphere combined with rain and thunderstorms is expected to prevail over the country during the period.

Winds: The low level winds were mostly south-westerly over the Gulf of Guinea but westerly to north-westerly over western Sahel. This low level winds pattern during this dekad and in the previous dekads continued to be unfavorable to continuation of rains, hence resulting to current dryness the suberegion is experience.  
2.0 AGROMETEOROLOGICAL SITUATION
2.1 RAINFALL SITUATION
In this dekad rainfall was recorded in all the Regions of the country. Rainfall amounts were highest in the Middle Third of the country 45.4mm in Sapu while the lowest 1.4mm was recorded in Kerewan in the North Bank Region (figure 1a).
Seasonal totals in the Eastern Third stands at above 200mm at Basse, a surpluse of 28 and 9mm compared to the long term mean (1981-2010) and last year respectively. While in other parts of the country Seasonal totals varied between 6mm and 80mm (Figure 1b), a deficit of between72 and 87mm against the long term mean and between 32 at Banjul to 252.4mm at Sapu against last year. .
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          Figure 1a: Rainfall totals for 1st – 10thJuly 2014.
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          Figure 1b: Rainfall totals from May 1  2014 – July 10 2014.
2.2 Temperature


Average temperatures across the country varied between 27oC and 30oC. Highest temperatures were between 34°C in Banjul along the coast and 39,2oC at Kaur in the Middle Third of the country. Minimum temperatures were at 23oC in Banjul and 28oC maximum at Janjanbureh in the Middle Third of the country.
2.3 Winds

Surface winds were generally light across the country during this dekad with maximum speed of 34Km/h over Banjul. 
	


2.4 Sunshine Duration

On average sunshine duration across the country varied between 6 and 7 hours during this dekad.
2.5 Relative Humidity

Relative humidity on average during this dekad was above 60% over the entire country.
3.0 Hydrological Situation
N/A
4.0 AGRICULTURAL SITUATION

Farmers are desperately waiting for sufficient rains for sowing especially grounds and other cereals. Meanwhile, farmers in the east of the country have sown some cereals crops after the earlier rains, however, those recorded rains will facilitate weeds to grow thus favouring pastoralists in these regions 
4.1 Cereal and commodity prices
N/A
4.2 Crop Protection

N/A

4.3 LIVESTOCK
N/A

4.4 Fisheries

N/A

5.0 National Disaster Management Agency (NDMA)

N/A

6.0 National Environment Agency (NEA)

N/A

Banjul July 14th  2014

National MWG of The Gambia

	Composition of MWG:

          Department of Water Resources

          Planning Services - Department of Agriculture (DOA)
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          Animal Health & Production Services - DOA

          Plant Protection Services - DOA

         National Environment Agency
	Direct your comments and questions to:
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